














Adhesive tapeAdhesive tapeAdhesive tape MethodMethodMethod RemarksRemarksRemarks

Adhesive tape Try dabbing with hot water if 
unsuccessful, dab with white spirit

Some adhesive manufacturers 
produce their own solvent

Blood, egg, 
meat juice

Soak for 2 hours in biological 
detergent – then wash

Don’t soak in biological detergent:

a) No-colourfast materials

b) Garments containing metal zips

c) Wool, silk, flameproof garments

Ball point, biro, 
carbon paper

Use methylated spirit rub gently 
until mark disappears

Some types of ball point ink can 
be removed with acetone, but this 
treatment should not be used with 
acelate rayon

Candle wax Scrape off excess with dull knife. 
Place stain between 2 sheets of 
blotting paper and with a warm 
iron – if some colour remains from 
the wax, treat with methylated spirit

Chewing Gum Rub with ice cube to harden the gum, 
then scrape off excess with a dull 
knife-dab with dry cleaning solvent

Chocolate, fatty/oily 
stains, lipstick

Treat with dry cleaning solvent – 
allow to dry and launder – in hot 
suds if colour and fabric will follow

Emulsion paint Should be washed with water and 
detergent mixture while the paint is 
still wet – once the paint has dried 
it cannot be removed

Oil paint Sponge or soak in white spirit and 
then wash

If the paint has dried, soften first 
with lard or oil

StainStainStain MethodMethodMethod RemarksRemarksRemarks

Grass Dab with methylated spirit, 
then wash

If the material is white you may 
use bleach if some marks still 
remain

Make up 
(eye liner, mascara,
foundation)

Dab material with dry cleaning 
solvent, wash if necessary

Nail varnish Dab liberally with nail varnish 
remover or acetone

Not be used on acetate materials
i.e. Tricel, Arnel, Dynel, try seam 
of material first

Scorched materials are often 
permanently damaged and a 
bad mark cannot be removed

Scorch marks Rinse under cold tap and then 
sponge with solution of 1 dessert 
spoon borax dissolved in 1/2 pint 
warm water

Oil (beach) car oil Dab paraffin grease solvent till stain 
removed, then wash

On cotton, linen and nylon use 
hotter and if necessary more 
concentrated solution 

Coffee, tea, 
fruit juice, 
alcohol, wine

Soak first in cool suds, if not 
effective soak up to 15 minutes in 
a warm solution of 1 dessert spoon 
borax to 1/2 pint water


